Background Information

The project was inspited by His Majesty’s visit to royal sponsored
projects in Prachinburi Province, where he saw the hardship of poor
farmers. The farmers had to rent buffaloes and catlle at such exorbitant
rates that sometimes they were left with little or no money after
the rent had been deducted from Lhe sales of their produce.

His Majesty thus thought of setting up a cattle and buffalo bank
run by the department of livestock development to give poor farmers
on access to cattle or buffoloes either by renting, hire-purchase or
other means from the Government agencies, organizations or private
enlities elc.

To start the royal initiative of the cattle and buffalo bank for
farmers, the department of livestock development, gave 280 buffoloes
to help poor farmers in the royal development project sites in the plains
and foothills of Prachinburi province in Sakaeo and Wotthana Nakhon
districts for the first time in 1979 by installment purchase and repayment
within three years. Since then the royal bank of cattle and buffaloes
for farmer project has been developed and expanded its operations
across the country up until now.

Objective

The purpose of the royal cattle and buffalo bank for formers
is to help poor farmers across the country with cattle and buffaloes for
drafting ond increasing ogricultural productivity os @ mean to generate
more income for the farmers.

Services

Services provided by the bank can be clossified into five
different categories, as follows:
Loan of cattle and buffaloes for breeding purposes.
Hire-purchasing of cottle ond buffaloes.
Loan of male breeding catlle ond buffale for breeding purposes.
Loan of cottle and buffaloes for drofting purposes.
Services other than those mentioned above must seek approval
Erom the bank on a special case basis. J -~
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Eligibility of farmers to access the services

The royal cattle and buffalo bonk for farmers has set conditions
for farmers to obtain the services s follows:
1. Farmers with Thai nafionality of 20 years of oge or older.
2. Hoving fanming careers; such as rice. feld crop or horticulture farmers.
3. Having good conducts and a willing 1o cooperate with the government.
4. Farmers who have never recejved cottle or buffalo from any other
projects before.
Being suilable ond capable for toking care of the cattle ond buffaloes.
Having a lower income than a certain criterion for basic necessary
needs {the current), or having been opproved by the village
committee or board for sultability of recelving assistance.

To obtain service

Farmers wishing o apply for assistonce from the royol cattle
and buffalo bonk for farmers under the royal initiatives can contact
the disirict livestock office or the provincial livestock office in their area.

1. In Bangkok. contact the special projects group, Bureau of livestock
extension ond development, Department of livestock development,
Payathoi Road, Bangkok 10400 Tel, 0 2653 4444 10 3381-5,
Tel. / Fox. 0 2653 4926.

In other provinces, contoct the regional or provincial livestock office,
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His Majesty the King's speech..

"..... Cattle and Buffale Bank for Farmers is the concept
of cattle and buffaloes collection under a proper accounting
system for maintenance, keeping, distribution and loan for use
in agriculture and the increase in number of cattle and buffaloes
that follows the normal bank principle. Bank of cattle and
buffaloes is a world new concept arising from the necessity
that people nowadays merely think of using a mechanical device
and equipment in agriculture. However, the rising prices of
fuel make machinery less cost-effective, so farmers have to
turn back to the animals which they used to rely upon before
machinery took over. But the return proves to be problematic,
as money is needed to buy drafting buffaloes and cattle to
work on the fields.

"The cattle and buffalo bank is reminiscent of commercial
banks which are, by definition, involved in operations of useful
and valuable matters. The establishment of buffale banks,
however, does not involve construction of buildings to keep
buffaloes and cattle, only a center is needed. The Department
of Livestock Development, for example, can serve the purpose
to run the bank. Those who wish to make donations to the bank
need not give buffaloes or cattle. The donation can be made
in the form of money...."

Above is an excerpt from an address given by His Majesty
the King to o group of farmers who had been given a royal oudience
in the grounds of His Majesty's agricultural projects at Chitrolada Poloce
on Farmer's Day, May 14, 1980 regarding the royal bank of cattle
and buffaloes for farmers.




